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Why is the leopard a hugely skilled hunter?

Leopards are found in a variety of
habitats ranging from tropical forests to
mountains. They are most widely distributed in
Southern Africa and Southeast Asia. Weighing
in at an average 60 kgs, leopards are half the
size of lions and tigers. But what leopards lack
in size, they make up for in strength. With their
specialized senses and anatomy tailored for
hunting, leopards can occasionally slay
animals up to three times their size.

When a leopard sights a potential target, it stalks forward with head low
and legs bent, making clever use of cover. Once it is within a range of about 10
metres, this cat dashes forward and uses the sharp, hooked claws of each
forepaw tokillits prey.

The killing bite is directed at the nape of the neck or at the throat. Small
prey such as mice, rats and small birds are simply swatted to death with a single
swipe of a paw. The prey is often carried up into a tree, and wedged among the
branches, so that the leopard can eat in peace. Leopards are so strong that they
can carry carcasses weighing more than 50 kgs up vertical tree trunks!

Leopardon Tree Tops

Leopards spend a lot of their time
on trees. Cubs learn to climb trees when
they are young, and their mothers leave
them up in the branches for their own
safety. Leopards regularly sleep on tree
tops too. However, they find climbing
down trees more difficult than climbing
up, because of their backward pointing
claws.

Snow Leopard

Snow leopards live in the mountains
of Central Asia. They are greyish in colour, and are insulated by thick hair. Their
— wide, fur-covered feet act as natural snowshoes. They use

N their long tails for balance, and as blankets to cover

e 4‘ sensitive body parts against the sever mountain chill. They
' are hunted for their beautiful, warm fur, and for their organs,
which are used in traditional Chinese medicine.

- With Thanks from ‘Tell me why’ - Manorama

Readiing is a basic tool for living meaningful life.
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Chose your friends carefully

A tortoise and a scorpion
lived as neighbors on the bank of a
river. The tortoise was very kind
hearted. It always talked sweetly
and never harmed anyone. On the
other hand, the scorpion had a
different nature. He was in the habit
of using bad language and
quarreling without reason. The
scorpion chased and stung everyone
who came in his way or did not
agree with him.

On the other hand, because of
its good nature, all neighbors liked
the tortoise. Throughout the day, the
tortoise moved around, talking to
other animals and helping them in
need. Because of its helping nature
and sweet language, he had made
many friends. Everyone avoided the
scorpion because of its bad
behavior.

Since no one wanted to talk
to the scorpion, it felt very sad and
lived all alone, hiding in dark

— Brahmavarchas

corners under the stones. During the
nights only, when everyone had
gone to sleep, it would come out in
search of food. In the mornings
when everyone woke up and moved
around, the scorpion again went
hiding under the rocks.

Because the tortoise had
many friends and the scorpion had
none, the scorpion felt very jealous
of the tortoise. The scorpion did not
realize that the tortoise had made
many friends because of its sweet
tongue and helping nature.

Whenever the tortoise
entered the river, for swimming all
animals gathered on its bank to
watch.

Everyone wanted to learn
swimming from the tortoise. They
knew that amongst all animals
living on the bank of the river only
tortoise was familiar with the places
in land and river. They believed that
because of this knowledge only the
tortoise could teach them swimming
atthe right place.

On the other hand, the
scorpion believed that everyone
liked the tortoise because it knew
how to swim. He thought until he
also learnt swimming, he could not
have friends like the tortoise.

Reading : a boon of limitless joy.
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However only the tortoise could
teach him.

One day the scorpion went to
the tortoise and said, “Dear friend!
Please teach me how to swim in the
river?” Since the tortoise was
always helpful to others, it agreed to
teach swimming to the scorpion.

The tortoise said,” very well.
[ will teach you swimming.
However, first you have to learn to
swim in shallow waters on the bank
of the river. Only after learning to
swim in the shallow water and
developing strength, you should
enter the deep waters”.

The scorpion agreed to this
suggestion. It began to practice
under the guidance of the tortoise.
After practicing for a few days, the
scorpion could easily swim in the
shallow water on the bank of the
river. However, even after learning
to swim, the scorpion found that no
one approached him to learn
swimming. The animals still wanted
to learn swimming under the
guidance of the tortoise because of
his sweet nature.

It made the scorpion all the
more jealous of the popularity of the
tortoise. The scorpion thought, if he
could somehow kill the tortoise, he
would be left as the only swimmer
amongst the animals. Then other

animals will have no other choice.
They will have to come to him to
learn swimming and become his
friends.

He made a plan to kill the
tortoise. One day the scorpion went
to the tortoise and said. ““You have
taught me swimming in shallow
water. [ also want to learn to swim in
the swift current in the middle of the
river. Could you carry me on your
back to the middle of the river and
teach me there.”

As a matter of fact, the
scorpion had no desire to swim in
the middle of river. He wanted to
take the tortoise to the middle of the
river, where he could kill it with its
poison. He thought that after being
stung with his poison in the middle
of the river, the tortoise would
become unconscious. Then he will
not be able to swim back to the bank
and will be drowned in the river.
After the death of the tortoise he
would become the only swimmer
and everyone will become his
friend.

The tortoise did not suspect
the wrong motive of the scorpion
and agreed to take it to the middle of
the river. He asked the scorpion to
sit on his back and they swam

together for some length in the river.
— Translation by : Shri T.N. Sahay
(Grab the next issue to complete the story)

Books : creator of the world of feelings.
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Books want to say something

— Safdar Hashmi

Books They want to stay near you
They speak In books is the chirping of birds
Of days gone by In books is the swaying of fields
Of the world, of people In books is the murmur of streams
Of today, Of yesterday The tales told by fairies
Of every moment In books is the reign of rockets
Of joys, Of sorrows In books is the voice of science
Of flowers, Of bombs What a world 1s there in books
Of victory, Of defeat In books is an entire view of life
Of love, Of death. Don’t you want to enter
Will you not listen This world?

To the words of these books?  Books want to say something to you

Books want to say something They want to stay near you

Books light lamps in every house.
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Ideal Teachers

- THE MOTHER

Children have everything to learn. This should be
their main preoccupation in order to prepare themselves

for ausefuland productive life.

At the same time, as they grow up, they must
discover in themselves the thing or things which interest
them most and which they are capable of doing well.
There are latent faculties to be developed. There are also

faculties to be discovered.

Children must be taught to [ike to overcome
difficulties, and also that this gives a specialvalue to [ife;
when one Rnows how to do it, it destroys boredom forever
and gives an altogether new interest to life.

We are on earth to progress and we have everything
to learn.

What you should do is to teach the children to take
interest in what they are doing-that is not the same thing
as interesting the students ! You must arouse in them the
desive for knowledge, for progress. One can take an
interest in anything.. in sweeping a voom for example.. If
one does it with concentration, in orvder to gain an
experience, to make a progress, to become wmore
CONSCious...

Most teachers want to have good students : students
who are studious and attentive, who understand and
know many things, who can answer well.. good students.
This spoils everything. The students begin to consult
books, to study, to learn. Then they rely only on books, on
what others say or write, and they lose contact with the
superconscient part, which veceives knowledge by
intuition. This contact often exists in a small child but it
is lost in the course of his education.

Reading is the ‘Ganga-Jal’ of man’s life.
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..The growth of the understanding should be
stressed much move than that of memory. One knows well
only what one has understood. Things learnt by heart,
mechanically, fade away little by (ittle and finally
disappear; what is understood is never forgotten.

Moreover, you must never refuse to explain to a
child the how and the why of things. If you cannot do it
yourself, you must divect the child to those who are
qualified to answer or point out to him some books that
deal with the questions. In this way vyou will
progressively awaken in the child the taste for true study
and the habit of making a persistent effort to know.

One must have a lot of patience with young children,
and vepeat the same thing to them several times,
explaining it to them is various ways. It is only gradually
that it enters their mind.

Intelligence and capacity of understanding are
surely more important than regularity in work.
Steadiness may be acquired later on.

In assessing the possibilities of a child, ordinary
moral notions are not of much use. Natures that are
rebellious, undisciplined, obstinate, often conceal
qualities that no one has known how to use. Indolent
natures may also have a great potential for calm and
patience.

It is a whole world discover and easy solutions are
not of much use. The teacher must be even morve hard
working than the student in order to learn how to discern
and make the best possible use of different characters.

Reading is the worship of life.
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UNICEF’S Core Commitments for Children

Goal

The Core Commitments for Children (CCCs) in Humanitarian
Action are a global framework for humanitarian action for children
undertaken by UNICEF and its partners.

This framework 1s guided by international human rights law, in
particular the Convention on the Rights of the Child and, in the case of
complex emergencies, also by international humanitarian law. On an
operational level, the CCCs are based on global standards and norms for
humanitarian action (see Section 1.1).

The CCCs promote predictable, effective and timely collective
humanitarian action. They are realised through a partnership between
governments, humanitarian organizations (including UNICEF) and
others, mobilizing both domestic and international resources.

The CCCs are driven by the need to fulfill the rights of children
affected by humanitarian crisis, and they are therefore relevant in all
countries. The CCCs are also applicable to both acute sudden-onset and
protracted humanitarian situations.

Humanitarian principles

UNICEF is committed to applying humanitarian principles in its
humanitarian action. Such principles include:

. Humanity: upholding the principle that all girls, boys, women and
men of every age shall be treated humanely in all circumstances
by saving lives and alleviating suffering, while ensuring respect for
the individual.

. Impartiality: ensuring that assistance is delivered to all those who
are suffering, based only on their needs and rights, equally and
without any form of discrimination.

. Neutrality: a commitment not to take sides in hostilities and to
refrain from engaging in controversies of a political, racial,
religious or ideological nature.

Books make life a dome of many coloured glass.
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Humanitarian principles are reinforced by raising awareness,

building trust and advocating for children’s rights in humanitarian
situations, together with state authorities, non-state entities and
communities.

Gender equality in humanitarian action

A human rights-based approach to programming and gender
equality programming are complementary and mutually reinforcing
approaches. The term ‘gender equality’ refers to the equal enjoyment by
girls, boys, women and men of rights, socially valued goods,
opportunities, resources and rewards. Equality does not mean that girls,
boys, women and men are the same, but that their enjoyment of rights,
opportunities and life chances is not governed or limited by whether
they were born female or male.

Humanitarian crises can exacerbate pre-existing gender
inequalities and may lead to increased risks, exclusion and
discrimination. They can, however, also provide opportunities for
positive change, allowing for a shift in traditional roles, attitudes, beliefs
and exclusion practices.

UNICEF 1s committed to ensuring that gender equality is
integrated consistently in its disaster prevention, humanitarian response
and recovery programmes. Promoting gender equality in humanitarian
action is most effectively achieved by ensuring that the assistance and
protection provided are planned and implemented to benefit girls, boys,
women and men, in line with an analysis of their rights, needs and
capacities. This fosters a more accurate understanding of the situation,
facilitates the design of more appropriate responses, highlights
opportunities and resources within the affected community, and
provides a link between humanitarian assistance and long-term

development.
(The convention on the rights of the child)

The library is the heart of a university.
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Read & tell your friends

— Compiled

* Indoorpolutionis 10 times more toxic than outdoor pollution.

*  Babies eyes do not produce tears until the baby is approximately six
to eight weeks old.

* Hardtobelieve: apples are actually part of the rose family.

* Elephantisthe only animal that can not jump.

®*  Threehundred million cells die in the human body every minute.
*  Thecatfish has over 27000 taste buds.

*  Starfish don’t have brain.

* A giraffe can go without water longer than a camel can.

*  Sodawater = there is no soda in soda water. It is water charged with
carbonic acid gas.

*  Some japanese household keep fish which start dashing out about
the aquarium a few hours before an earthquake.

* Ratscansurvive without water longer than camel.
*  Thesailfish can swim faster than a horse can gallop.

*  The most widely cultivated fruit in the world is the apple. Second is
pear.

* A fullmoon isnine times brighter than the half moon.

®*  The world’s most popular hobby is stamp collection.

®*  Adogcanhear high frequency sounds, which a human ear cann’t.
* Ifyoukeep goldfish in the dark room, it will eventually turn white.
* Thespider has eight eyes and yet it’s vision 1s poor.

* Thebee has five eyes, one each side of head & three on top.

* Thefemale bugunder observation lived for 565 days without food.
*  Pythonscanlive on just one good meal for a year.

®  Brainactivity uses up one fifth of the body’s energy supply.

* Thelongest nerve, the sciatic nerve, runs from the base of the spine
to the knees.

The holiest place in the world is my book-shelf.
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I’m Bharatiya ! CU cares for me !

Every Child
Vjatters

T'm Jighesh

X
T'ilteachyou ) 48 R’
using pedagogy ‘

J¥ lwe have inVeMEdJ'- ’ ‘
{ g a4 *
Nay, first ask me how 1

learn.] will teach you how
t0 teach us.

Beta, here T am ! We will
KNOW you first. We will help
UNFOLD You. And for us
Every child MATTERS.

T love (ol Papdi & Dhokla !

I am unique. I am infinite.

Books are friends who never are ungrateful.
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